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        In this new, experimental course, students will read contemporary texts of feminist theory in the context of contemporary literature, film, or other “texts�Eof popular culture and art.  We will cover images of women in literature, film, photography and art; feminist epistemology and psychoanalysis; lesbian feminism and “the gaze�E with a particular emphasis on women “writing�Erepresenting themselves.  Some of the theorists and authors under consideration for this course include Monique Wittig, Nancy Chodorow, Gloria Anzaldua, Laura Mulvey, bel hooks, Gayatri Spivak, and Helene Cixous. Some of the works of literature and/or cultural texts include Dorothy Arzner’s Dance, Girl, Dance, Douglas Sirk’s Imitation of Life, Leslie Marmon Silko’s short stories, Toni Morrison’s Sula, Cindy Sherman's photographs, “I Love Lucy�Eand Barbie.  The course will prepare students interested in feminist theory to read and analyze theory as text, and to apply theoretical concepts in the interpretation of cultural texts �Eall of which embody women’s stereotypes, ideals, and their transformations through women themselves. 
