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September 8, 2016 

Dear Senators and Colleagues, 
I write to remind you that the first plenary meeting of the Faculty Senate will take place 

at 2 PM on September 15th, 2016 in room 250 of Shepard Hall. Attached please find the 
agenda for the upcoming plenary.  

For your reference, I also attach a number of documents from the May 2016 plenary 
meeting, and a variety of documents and correspondence that the Senate committees sent 
over the summer, and documents pertaining to that correspondence. 

If you have not already done so, I invite each of you to nominate yourself or a 
colleague to serve on a Senate committee. At the September 15th plenary meeting, we will 
vote to fill open seats in the following senate committees: 

Administration, 
College-Wide Resources, 
*Educational Policy,  
Faculty Affairs, 
*Senate Affairs,  
Student Affairs, 
Physical Plant. 
*must be a senator to serve 

Descriptions of each committee can be found in the Senate Bylaws on the Senate 
webpage, where you can also find a list of current committee memberships.  Please direct 
any queries to Prof. Anne Kornhauser, chair of the Senate Affairs Committee, at 
AKornhauser@ccny.cuny.edu. Nominations should be sent to Jasmine Love in the Senate 
office at jlove@ccny.cuny.edu. Nominations must be received by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, 
September 13, to appear on the printed ballot, although additional nominations may be made 
from the floor on September 15. 

I look forward to seeing you at the plenary.  
Sincerely, 

David Jeruzalmi 
David Jeruzalmi 
Professor of Chemistry & Biochemistry and Chair of the Faculty Senate 



The Faculty Senate 
The City College of New York 

 
  
 Proposed:  Sept 15, 2016 
 Adopted:  Sept 15, 2016 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 

Executive Committee (2016-2017): 
David Jeruzalmi (Chair), Bruce Cronin, Anne Kornhauser, Jorge Gonzalez, Renata Miller, Richard Steinberg, David Weissman 

 
Plenary Meeting 

September 15, 2016 
SH 250 

 

AGENDA 
 

Call to order 2:00 PM 
Approval of the minutes from May 19, 2016 2:05 – 2:07 PM 
Remarks of the Chair   2:07 PM 
Appointment of the Parliamentarian 2:09 PM 
Report from the Executive Committee 
 Report on Faculty Senate committee actions during the summer 2:10 – 2:20 PM 
Report from President Lisa Coico  2:20 – 2:30 PM 
Question & Answer with President Coico   2:20 – 2:50 PM 
Elections to Faculty Senate Committees 2:50 – 3:10 PM 
Report of the Ombuds  3:10 – 3:15 PM 
Old Business   
New Business   
Adjournment   3:20 PM 



The Faculty Senate 
The City College of New York 

 
  
 Proposed:  October 20, 2016 
 Adopted:  October 20, 2016 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 

Executive Committee (2016-2017): 
David Jeruzalmi (Chair), Bruce Cronin, Anne Kornhauser, Jorge Gonzalez, Renata Miller, Richard Steinberg, David Weissman 

Minutes of the 
Faculty Senate Plenary 

September 15, 2016 
Shepard Hall 250 
The City College 

 
Present: President Coico; Interim Provost M. E. Driscoll; Chief of Staff Hartnett, Chief of Staff Balmer, 
Senior Associate Provost D. Cintron, VP Hill, Executive Counsel Occhiogrosso 
Deans: M.Baptiste, G. Barabino, G. Gebert, T. Liss, J. Mercado, C. Stewart 
Directors: M. Brownlee, G. Murphy, T. Scala, M. R. Strzeszewski  
Senators: A. Agrawal, A. Amarasingham, M. Blanchard, M. Blumenreich, C. Brakewood, P. Brass, L. 
Cardoso, W. Crain, B. Cronin, E. Crull, J. Davis, P. De, A. Deane, M. Dewhurst, R. Dorsinville, A. 
Feigenberg, K. Foster, S. Fritton, J. Gallagher, A. Gilerson, J. Gonzalez, M. Gunner, M. Gutman, R. 
Higney, M. Holober, K. Hubbard, D. Jeruzalmi, R. Kalia,   
R. Koder, A. Kornhauser, D. Lohman, R. Menon, R. Miller, J. Mitchell, F. Moshary, R. Paino, S. Rings, S. 
Rosenbaum,  
S. Rudenstine, R. Stark, S. Schaller, R. Steinberg, J. Tu, M. Tzortziou, T. Watson, S. Weiss, D. 
Weissman, C. Wolf 
Excused:  S. Thangaraj, S. Van Nort  
Guests: A. Alting, J. Alvarez-Diaz, R. Khanbilvardi, C. Li, A. Punnoose, N. Stern, C. Sterling, A. Undieh  
 

1. The meeting was called to order (2:11 pm) 
2. Robert Higney was elected Secretary (2:11 pm) 
3. The Minutes of the Senate Plenary and Organizational Plenary of May 19, 

2016 were approved (2:12 pm) 
4. Remarks of the Chair (2:13 pm) 

Prof. Jeruzalmi welcomed members of the Senate and guests, introduced 
members of the executive committee, and reminded those attending of the 
regulations for Senate plenaries. Jeruzalmi recalled the budget challenges faced 
by the College in the 2015-2016 year and expressed hope for a smoother ride in 
the coming year. 

5. Prof. Bruce Cronin was reappointed Parliamentarian (2:16 pm) 
6. Report of the Executive Committee (2:17 pm) 

Prof. Jeruzalmi offered an update on the activities of the Senate over the summer, 
with particular reference to the set of letters, memos, and news items that were 
circulated to members of the Senate around two issues. First, Jeruzalmi 
discussed the Senate Executive Committee’s June 2 letter to the President, 
which expressed concern and requested a plan of action following a report in the 
New York Times critical of the state of the College. Second, Jeruzalmi discussed 
a letter sent by the departmental Chairs in Humanities and Arts, followed by a 



letter of support from the College-Wide Resources Committee, regarding the use 
of the Sosnoff Fund. The Chair emphasized that in the latter case, questions of 
legality had been resolved, but he expressed concern at the breakdown in 
communication.  

7. Report from President Lisa Coico (2:24 pm) 
President Coico offered comments on the College’s Convocation, which had 
taken place earlier in the day. The President outlined recent achievements and 
plans for the future: rising graduation rates over the past decade, new buildings, 
ongoing investments in IT services and infrastructure, increased student 
satisfaction, and rising enrollment.  

8. Q&A with President Coico 
In response to questions, the President discussed the College’s budget situation: 
having ended the previous year with a balanced budget, the college faced 
another 2% cut; administrative units would take 2% and academic divisions .75%. 
For the coming year, precise budgetary figures would not be known until October, 
but tentatively, hiring would be un-frozen and money available for deans to 
prioritize. Dean Trevisan explained that recent ECP hires in the Sophie Davis 
School were necessitated by accreditors. The President repeated that Sosnoff 
funds were used for Arts adjuncts, and that the funds’ use going forward was to 
be determined. Interim Provost Mary Driscoll would remain in the Provost 
position through the coming year, bringing stability and perspective from budget-
challenged divisions.  The college would not launch a search until next year, so 
Mary Driscoll would remain Interim Provost for 2 years.  An offer was expected to 
be made to one of the candidates for Dean of Humanities and Arts in the coming 
weeks. In response to a question regarding the reimbursement of funds to the 
President in 2010, mentioned in the Times, President Coico drew attention to the 
ongoing investigation into the matter. There was further discussion of ongoing 
infrastructure and IT issues.  

9. Elections to Faculty Senate Committees (3:00 pm) 
The following members were elected to Senate Committees. Educational Policy: 
Terri Watson; College-Wide Resources: Rajan Menon; Student Affairs: Marie 
Nazon, Ira Spaulding, Issa Salame, Marta Gutman; Administration: Anil Agrawal, 
Roger Dorsinville, Nadjwa Norton; Senate Affairs: Marta Gutman, Jan Valle; 
Faculty Affairs: Fred Moshary, Karen Block, Marilyn Gunner, Peter Brass; 
Physical Plant: Richard Paino. One vacancy remains on Senate Affairs, one or 
none on Student Affairs, three or four on Administration. 

10. Open Discussion (3:07 pm) 
The floor was reopened to discussion that had been omitted following the report 
of the Executive Committee. There was general acknowledgment that 
communication between faculty and administration had been poor and that the 



Senate was the proper forum in which to set standards for such communication 
in the future. 

11. Report of the Ombuds (3:35 pm) 
The ombuds offered a report from the recent union meeting at the College where 
the issues payment of salary increases in the recently settled contract was 
discussed. She also offered personal reflections on changes in journalistic 
practice and their effects in recent reporting on the College. 

12. Old Business  
None 

13. New Business (3:40 pm)  
Prof. Bill Crain proposed that the Senate pass a resolution calling for the 
restoration of the “Access and Excellence” banners on Convent Avenue, which 
were recently replaced with banners bearing slogans new and less in keeping 
with the College’s historic mission. The matter was tabled in the absence of a 
quorum. 

14. The meeting was adjourned (3:45 pm) 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Higney 

Secretary 
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N.Y. / REGION

Dreams Stall as CUNY, New York City’s
Engine of Mobility, Sputters
%y D$9,D :� C+EN M$Y ��, ����

2n tKe City College of New York’s KanGsome *otKiF Fampus, leaking Feilings KaYe
turneG Kallways into obstaFle Fourses of buFkets� 7Ke batKrooms sometimes run out
of toilet paper� 7Ke leFtures are beFoming unFomfortably oYerFrowGeG, anG Fourse
seleFtions are GwinGling, beFause of steep buGget Futs�

7Ke faFulty of tKe Follege’s well�regarGeG engineering sFKool is so ³GisengageG
anG beaten,´ an assessment last year warneG, tKat if ³serious sKortFomings´ were not
reFtifieG, tKe sFKool FoulG fail to earn reaFFreGitation�

2n )riGay, MiFKelle 2bama will GeliYer a FommenFement aGGress at tKe Follege,
tKe flagsKip sFKool of tKe City UniYersity of New York system, wKiFK is tKe largest
urban publiF uniYersity in tKe Fountry� SKe is likely to Felebrate its prouG legaFy of
Freating opportunity for New York’s striYing Flass�

EstablisKeG in ���� as tKe )ree $FaGemy of New York to eGuFate ³tKe FKilGren
of tKe wKole people,´ as its founGer 7ownsenG +arris saiG, City College Kas been
FalleG ³tKe poor man’s +arYarG�´ 7uition�free until ����, it Kas proGuFeG �� Nobel
3ri]e winners� ,t was a KotbeG of -ewisK intelleFtuals in tKe ����s, anG toGay it
welFomes tKe ambitious FKilGren of families from arounG tKe worlG, many of tKem
poor anG working Flass�

%ut any eYoFation of tKe past by Ms� 2bama will mask a troubleG present�
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³:e KaYe gone baFkwarGs,´ saiG )reGeriFk 5� %roG]inski, a senior aGministrator
anG aGMunFt professor in Fomputer sFienFe wKo plans to retire in September after ��
years at tKe uniYersity� ³Morale is Korrible on Fampus� 7Kere are too many KigKly
paiG aGministrators, anG tKere’s a laFk of Flear leaGersKip� :e KaYe steppeG Gown on
tKe laGGer tKat we were Flimbing for about �� years�´

7Ke troubles at City College, anG tKrougKout tKe entire CUNY system, are
representatiYe of a funGing Frisis tKat Kas been builGing at publiF uniYersities aFross
tKe Fountry� EYen as tKe role of KigKer eGuFation as an engine of eFonomiF mobility
Kas beFome inFreasingly Yital, goYernments KaYe been pulling baFk tKeir support�

SinFe tKe ���� reFession, states KaYe reGuFeG spenGing on publiF KigKer
eGuFation by �� perFent per stuGent, wKile tuition Kas risen by �� perFent, aFForGing
to a reFent report by tKe nonpartisan Center on %uGget anG 3oliFy 3riorities� $ri]ona
is spenGing �� perFent less, wKile stuGents are paying �� perFent more� ,n
/ouisiana, stuGents are spenGing �� perFent more on tuition, wKile state funGing
Kas been Fut by �� perFent�

7Ke UniYersity of California system relieG on state funGing for almost a Tuarter
of its buGget as reFently as ����, aFForGing to tKe $meriFan $FaGemy of $rts anG
SFienFes� Now, tKat figure is � perFent, after �� billion in Futs�

StuGents )orFeG to 3ay More
CUNY, a FolleFtion of �� Fommunity, unGergraGuate anG graGuate sFKools,

wKere ��,��� employees Kelp to eGuFate ���,��� stuGents annually, Kas been
FaugKt in tKe politiFal feuG between Mayor %ill Ge %lasio anG *oY� $nGrew M�
Cuomo, botK DemoFrats�

7Ke goYernor proposeG sKifting some ���� million in Fosts to New York City
from tKe state, wKiFK Kas paiG for tKe bulk of tKe senior Folleges sinFe a fisFal Frisis
in tKe ����s� 7Ke Fity eYentually won, but tKe goYernor’s ���� billion appropriation
GiG little to stem tKe FKroniF unGerfunGing of tKe system�

:Kile enrollment Kas FlimbeG by more tKan �� perFent oYer tKe last eigKt years,
$lbany’s funGing of operating Fosts ² tKe main sourFe of publiF money for tKe ��
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four�year Folleges, wKere two�tKirGs of stuGents are enrolleG ² Kas GroppeG by ��
perFent aGMusteG for inflation, aFForGing to StepKen %rier, a CUNY professor of
urban eGuFation anG Fo�autKor of tKe fortKFoming book ³$usterity %lues� )igKting
for tKe Soul of 3ubliF +igKer EGuFation�´

7Ke ��,��� faFulty anG staff members representeG by CUNY’s biggest union,
tKe 3rofessional Staff Congress, KaYe not KaG a raise in si[ years� 7Key KaYe YoweG to
walk out in tKe fall if tKe FontraFt Gispute is not resolYeG ² knowing tKat a strike
FoulG leaG to arrests anG fines�

$nG stuGents are paying more� 7Ke sKare of CUNY’s ���� billion buGget tKat
Fomes from tuition Kas FlimbeG to �� perFent from �� perFent in ����� ,n tKe last
fiYe years, tuition at its four�year Folleges Kas risen by ���� per year, to ��,��� for
New York State resiGents� UnGergraGuates must also pay an e[tra ���� a year, at
least, in fees� ,t is a Gaunting burGen to stuGents, more tKan Kalf of wKom report
family inFomes below ���,���, aFForGing to sFKool Gata�

³7Kis is tKe kinG of Frisis tKat’s been brewing for a wKile,´ saiG Mr� %rier� ³:e
were a taG FomplaFent in New York getting by, anG now we’re not� %ut tKis is also
part of a muFK larger set of GeYelopments nationally wKere publiF uniYersities are in
seYere Frisis�´

State offiFials KaYe argueG tKat support from $lbany, wKen inFluGing items suFK
as Gebt serYiFe, employee benefits anG tuition assistanFe, Kas risen by �� perFent
sinFe ����� 7Key also FontenG tKat CUNY Kas too muFK aGministratiYe bloat� Yet tKe
system’s oYerKeaG Fosts KaYe inFreaseG at a slower paFe sinFe ���� tKan otKer area
publiF institutions, aFForGing to +owarG -� %unsis, a professor of aFFounting at
Eastern MiFKigan UniYersity, wKo Kas researFKeG goYernment anG nonprofit
aFFounting�

More tKan anytKing, tKougK, it Kas been tKe FompounGing nature of tKe fisFal
pressures, year after year, witK tKis year being tKe worst, tKat Kas eaten away at tKe
e[perienFe of CUNY’s stuGents anG faFulty, from FanFeleG eleFtiYes to instruFtors
improYising in tKe faFe of sKortages�
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Some eYen fret tKat tKe uniYersity may lose tKe momentum it Kas gaineG in tKe
last two GeFaGes, after it enGeG an open�aGmissions poliFy for its four�year Folleges,
anG suFFessfully raiseG aFaGemiF stanGarGs anG launFKeG new programs�

µ/ike 7wo Different :orlGs’
-osepK $waGMie, an immigrant from *Kana, earneG a baFKelor’s Gegree at

%rooklyn College in ����� $fter working for a wKile at a pKysiFal tKerapy praFtiFe, Ke
returneG to tKe Follege in ���� to pursue a master’s Gegree in kinesiology� +e saiG Ke
was struFk by a rapiGly Geteriorating Fampus ² some Fall it ³%rokelyn College´ ²
wKere stuGents were often unable to get into tKe Fourses tKey neeGeG to meet
reTuirements� 2ne of Kis Fourses, FarGiaF reKabilitation, laFkeG essential materials
suFK as inKalers anG Farbon Gio[iGe masks�

³,t’s like two Gifferent worlGs,´ Ke saiG�

Mr� $waGMie Kas beFome eYen more aware of tKe systemwiGe problems from Kis
perFK as FKairman of tKe CUNY UniYersity StuGent Senate� +e fielGeG no more tKan
fiYe Fomplaints a montK wKen Kis term began in ����, but tKis year, Ke saiG, Ke Kas
gotten more tKan �� a montK, many about oYerFrowGeG Flasses�

$t City College, $nais MF$llister, ��, a senior from Yonkers, saiG sKe KaG
planneG to maMor in EnglisK witK a FonFentration in eGuFation, wKiFK woulG KaYe
alloweG Ker to beFome a teaFKer after graGuation� :Ken some of Ker reTuireG
eGuFation Flasses were FanFeleG, sKe reali]eG sKe woulG neeG anotKer year ² anG
anotKer ��,���, at least ² to graGuate witK tKe eGuFation FreGential�

:itK Ker sFKolarsKip e[piring at tKe enG of tKis aFaGemiF year, anG a younger
brotKer entering traGe sFKool in tKe fall to obtain Kis plumber FertifiFation, sKe
GroppeG tKe eGuFation FonFentration�

³7Ke faFt tKat tKis Fan Kappen, wKere your Gepartment Fan be Fut finanFially
wKere you KaYe to tKink about Gropping it, is riGiFulous,´ sKe saiG�

7eFKniFal problems are Fommon, witK eleYators, esFalators anG Fopy maFKines
freTuently out of orGer� Computers anG otKer eTuipment often Go not work in
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Flassrooms� :i�)i signals are a tease�

$t /eKman College in tKe %ron[, 5obert )arrell, an assoFiate professor in tKe
library Gepartment, saiG tKe library’s entire book buGget tKis aFaGemiF year was
���,���, Gown from about ���,��� a GeFaGe ago� %eFause tKe roof Kas been
FKroniFally leaky, about ��� books were GamageG Guring a rainstorm tKree years
ago� a tarp still FoYers some Yolumes�

Mr� )arrell also saiG tKat tKe library Kas KaG to reGuFe its spenGing on aFaGemiF
Mournals anG Gatabase subsFriptions� ³:e Fan’t be a serious institution of KigKer
learning witKout proYiGing our faFulty anG stuGents witK aFFess to tKese kinGs of
tKings,´ Ke saiG�

Senior professors saiG CUNY’s woes KaYe KampereG its ability to retain anG
reFruit faFulty� So tKe uniYersity Kas relieG inFreasingly on aGMunFts� wKile tKe
number of full�time faFulty at CUNY’s four�year Folleges Kas been flat sinFe ����,
tKe number of aGMunFts Kas FlimbeG by �� perFent�

7Ke bigger Flass si]es KaYe maGe it KarGer to graGe papers� 7Kree�page papers
are now more Fommon, stuGents anG instruFtors saiG, Yersus tKe onFe�stanGarG fiYe
or si[ pages� Classes, oYerstuffeG, KaYe beFome more impersonal�

MiFKael %atson, an aGMunFt leFturer wKo Kas taugKt Kistory at tKe College of
Staten ,slanG sinFe ����, saiG tKat Ke traGitionally gaYe Kis fresKmen, many from
immigrant families, ³low�risk assignments´ at first, in orGer to offer intensiYe
instruFtion�

%ut Kis Flasses KaYe steaGily inFreaseG in si]e, wKile staying in tKe same
FrampeG Flassrooms� *roup proMeFts ² wKiFK Ke faYors, as a way to get small
Flusters of stuGents to work togetKer ² KaYe also beFome impossible�

³,t’s a workloaG issue, anG it Goes affeFt tKe kinG of tKings you Fan Go,´ Ke saiG�

µ3oor Man’s +arYarG’ +it +arG
NowKere Kas tKe frustration been more keenly felt tKan at City College, wKiFK

Kas KaG fiYe proYosts in tKe last si[ years, sinFe tKe arriYal of /isa S� CoiFo, tKe first
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CUNY alumna to serYe as Follege presiGent� $ former proYost at 7emple UniYersity
witK a baFkgrounG in miFrobiology anG immunology, sKe was FKosen to leaG an
ambitious e[pansion of tKe Follege’s sFienFe programs� SKe Kas also polari]eG tKe
Fampus�

/ast fall, witK $lbany’s buGget unFertain, tKe CUNY aGministration askeG its
Folleges to Fut tKeir buGgets by at least � perFent� City College, Fiting inFreaseG
personnel Fosts anG GeFlining enrollment, partiFularly in graGuate programs,
imposeG a �� perFent Fut, or ����� million� 3rograms witK tKe steepest enrollment
GeFlines suffereG tKe most, witK tKe Kumanities anG eGuFation Gepartments Fut by
more tKan �� perFent eaFK�

³,t is a gooG buGget moGel, anG it’s better tKan tKe way we useG to Go it for tKe
past �� years, wKiFK was arbitrary, Yery politiFal anG you KaG to go anG beg for
eYerytKing,´ saiG *orGon $� *ebert, tKe interim Gean of tKe arFKiteFture sFKool�

Many otKers GisagreeG� ,n 2Ftober, nearly two Go]en Gepartment leaGers anG
faFulty members aFtiYe in goYernanFe, in a letter to CUNY’s FKanFellor, -ames %�
Milliken, warneG tKat ³tKese Futs FoulG mean tKe Flosing of programs for
unGergraGuate maMors anG graGuate stuGents, forFing stuGents to transfer in orGer to
Fomplete tKeir Gegrees anG proGuFing a FonseTuent GeFline in City College’s
graGuation rate�´

Not long after, a group of senior staff members urgeG tKe FKanFellor to
inYestigate ³generous bonuses, unusually KigK starting salaries anG Gisproportionate
salary inFreases´ to unnameG employees, aFForGing to a letter obtaineG by 7Ke
7imes�

$FForGing to publiF Gata analy]eG by 7Ke 7imes, tKe Follege paiG aGministrators
FlassifieG as ³e[eFutiYes´ a total of ����� million in tKe last year, up �� perFent from
����� EleYen of tKe �� biggest salary inFreases, by perFentage, Fame in ����, eYen as
tKe Follege was slasKing its buGget� 7Ke proYost’s offiFe anG goYernment relations
operations, in partiFular, KaYe e[panGeG�

:Ken askeG about tKe personnel moYes, tKe Follege, in a statement, saiG it KaG
³inYesteG in Kiring new faFulty anG staff as well as moYing e[isting staff to tKe
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e[eFutiYe leYel Fonsistent witK inFreaseG responsibilities for tKese areas�´

7Ke sFKool’s use of founGation money Kas also been TuestioneG� DoFuments
obtaineG by 7Ke 7imes inGiFateG tKat tKe Follege’s ��st Century )ounGation paiG for
some of Ms� CoiFo’s personal e[penses, suFK as fruit baskets, Kousekeeping serYiFes
anG rugs, wKen sKe took offiFe in ����� 7Ke founGation was tKen reimburseG for
more tKan ����,��� from CUNY’s 5esearFK )ounGation� 7Kat Kas raiseG eyebrows
among goYernanFe e[perts, beFause suFK funGs are typiFally earmarkeG for researFK�

7Ke Follege GiG not make Ms� CoiFo aYailable for an interYiew� ,n response to
written Tuestions, tKe Follege saiG tKat Ms� CoiFo ³Goes not owe monies´ to eitKer
founGation�

2ne tKing tKat Ms� CoiFo Kas aFFomplisKeG, aFForGing to tKe Follege, is
repairing Fampus faFilities anG starting new proMeFts, suFK as a ���,��� sTuare�foot
Center for DisFoYery anG ,nnoYation, wKiFK was finisKeG in ����, to faFilitate
researFK in fielGs suFK as nanoteFKnology, neurosFienFe anG pKotoniFs�

Still, Guring a reFent Yisit to tKe Follege’s NortK $FaGemiF Center, water tumbleG
from tKe Feiling, beFause of an apparent plumbing leak, into �� buFkets on tKe first
floor�

CKristine /i, a biology professor, reFalleG a genetiFs Flass in a leFture Kall
notorious for water leaks, wKere sKe Kas been ³worrieG about plugging my
Fomputer´ wKen it rains� 2ne Gay, sKe was surpriseG wKen sKe KearG stuGents gasp�
³$ll tKese enormous water bugs were Foming at me,´ sKe saiG� ³$notKer professor
sitting in on tKe leFture got up on stage anG starteG stomping on tKem� Not a Yery
FonGuFiYe learning enYironment�´

EYen as enrollments in tKe Follege’s more teFKniFal programs grow, tKey KaYe
enGureG problems� 7Ke engineering sFKool is set to KaYe its aFFreGitation reneweG
tKis fall� 7o get an assessment, tKe sFKool in 2Ftober inYiteG in national e[perts in
Yarious engineering fielGs�

:Kile tKe e[perts praiseG tKe stuGents, tKey founG ³poor´ anG unsafe lab
FonGitions ³not FonGuFiYe to gooG learning,´ aFForGing to reports obtaineG by 7Ke
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Computers useG outGateG teFKnologies, suFK as floppy Gisks anG arFKaiF
operating systems� 3ubliF plaFes teemeG witK ³roGents, roaFKes, beGbugs anG otKer
Yermin,´ anG tKe Fomputer sFienFe Gepartment reporteG ³e[perienFing a water leak
for oYer �� years�´

,n its response, tKe Follege saiG it welFomeG ³FonstruFtiYe anG Yaluable
suggestions,´ suFK as ³upgraGes for laboratory, Fomputer anG eTuipment anG
renoYation of teaFKing spaFes�´ ,t also saiG tKat ³tKe FurriFulum remains strong anG
many aspeFts KaYe been strengtKeneG sinFe tKe last Yisit�´

%ut Must a few weeks ago, tKe Follege proposeG ² tKen sFrappeG, after stuGent
protests ² a new ���� ³e[FellenFe´ fee for full�time engineering unGergraGuates to
Kelp Gefray lab Fosts�

³,t is not possible to meet tKe neeGs of tKe unGergraGuate program,´ tKe
proposal reaG, ³witKout a reliable new inFome stream as a means to aGGress tKe
sKortfall�´

Correction: June 12, 2016 
$n artiFle on May �� about a funGing Frisis at tKe City UniYersity of New York misstateG
tKe aFaGemiF GisFipline of StepKen %rier, a CUNY professor wKo spoke about tKe
system’s finanFial straits� +e speFiali]es in urban eGuFation, not eGuFation� 7Ke artiFle
also omitteG a worG from tKe title of Mr� %rier’s fortKFoming book� ,t is ³$usterity %lues�
)igKting for tKe Soul of 3ubliF +igKer EGuFation´ �not merely ³3ubliF EGuFation´��

Correction: June 22, 2016 
$n artiFle on May �� about a funGing Frisis at tKe City UniYersity of New York GesFribeG
impreFisely tKe makeup of tKe 3rofessional Staff Congress, tKe system’s largest union,
wKiFK was in FontraFt talks at tKe time� :Kile it represents ��,��� faFulty members anG
employees, not all of tKem belong to tKe union�
$�YHUsiRn�Rf�this�aUtiFOH�appHaUs�in�pUint�Rn�0ay�2���2�����Rn�paJH�$��Rf�thH�1HZ�<RUN�HGitiRn�Zith�thH
hHaGOinH:�'UHams�6taOO�as�&ity¶s�(nJinH�Rf�0REiOity�6pXttHUs.
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*raGing CUNY� 3riGe anG 3roblems
-UNE �, ����

To the Editor:

³Dreams Stall as City’s Engine of Mobility Sputters´ �front page, May ���
reports on funGing FKallenges faFeG by tKe City UniYersity of New York, not unlike
tKose faFeG at many publiF uniYersities�

,t’s true tKat CUNY’s funGing Kas not kept up witK growtK of more tKan ��,���
stuGents in tKe last �� years� $nG funGing fair FontraFts for ��,��� faFulty anG staff
members wKo KaYe workeG witKout raises for si[ years is our KigKest priority�

7Ke full CUNY story, KoweYer, must foFus on outFomes for our stuGents anG tKe
people of New York, anG on tKat sFore tKere is so muFK toGay tKat is positiYe�

CUNY’s enrollment is at reForG leYels, witK nearly ���,��� stuGents seeking
Gegrees anG anotKer ���,��� stuGents in nonGegree aGult anG Fontinuing eGuFation
programs� SeYen of �� full�time unGergraGuates attenG tuition�free, anG �� perFent
of our graGuates leaYe witK no feGeral stuGent loan Gebt� *raGuation rates are up,
anG almost tripleG for tKose in CUNY’s $S$3 program �$FFelerateG StuGy in
$ssoFiate 3rograms��

CUNY stuGents earn tKe most prestigious national Konors in great numbers,
witK more tKan �� )ulbrigKts in tKe last tKree years, as well as 5KoGes, *olGwater
anG 7ruman SFKolarsKips� 2ur alumni KaYe reFeiYeG more MaF$rtKur ³genius´
awarGs tKan any publiF uniYersity otKer tKan %erkeley�
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CUNY, witK an enrollment more tKan Gouble tKat of a few GeFaGes ago, remains
Yery muFK an engine of mobility, or as $nGy *roYe, an alumnus anG a former FKief
e[eFutiYe of ,ntel, put it, ³a Yeritable $meriFan Gream maFKine�´

-$MES %� M,//,.EN

CKanFellor

City UniYersity of New York

New York

To the Editor:

7Ke faFts surrounGing your aFFount of Greams systematiFally GeferreG at CUNY
are saG, pu]]ling anG true� 7Ke effeFts are eYen more FonseTuential, tKougK, tKan tKe
story suggests�

CUNY supplies a large sKare of top minority appliFants to tKe Fountry’s 3K�D�
programs in sFienFe as well as in tKe arts anG Kumanities �tKe areas worst Kit by
reFent Futs at City College��

2ur inability to support talenteG stuGents wKo want to beFome professors
means GepriYing tKe aFaGemy of tKe surest way to reinYigorate itself� ,t also Gestroys
tKe intelleFtual anG moral promise all Folleges make to tKeir stuGents, tKat tKeir
worlG will beFome a riFKer anG better one beFause it is a larger one�

E/,=$%E7+ M$==2/$

MetuFKen, N�-�

The writer is a professor and director of undergraduate studies in the English
department of the City College of New York, CUNY.

To the Editor:

7Ke finanFial negleFt at tKe City College of New York anG tKe City UniYersity of
New York in general is a GisgraFe�
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New lu[ury towers, inFreasing gentrifiFation anG tKe glit] tKat New York City
Gisplays are not tKe measure of tKe Fity� 7Ke eGuFation we offer tKose wKo Gon’t KaYe
money is�

$nG by tKis stanGarG, New York City anG $meriFa in general neeG to take a long,
Konest look at tKemselYes anG fi[ tKe problem� :ill MiFKelle 2bama aGGress any of
tKis in Ker FommenFement aGGress on )riGay"

5,C+ 4U$752NE

Spring /ake, N�-�

To the Editor:

, am a ���� graGuate of +unter College� , Gon’t often speak of my time tKere� ,t
simply wasn’t a formatiYe e[perienFe for me, anG your artiFle partly e[plains wKy�
oYerFrowGing, GwinGling Fourse options anG a Geteriorating infrastruFture�

7Ke only way to solYe CUNY’s problems at tKe loFal leYel is a proKibitiYe rise in
tuition followeG by Fareful inYestments anG e[pansions� ,n otKer worGs, fi[ing tKe
institution reTuires unGermining its purpose� ,t’s not going to Kappen�

, went to CUNY beFause , GiGn’t want to go into Gebt� , maGe wKat , tKougKt at
tKe time was a smart finanFial GeFision� My feelings of regret are a lu[ury�

)or most CUNY stuGents, tKougK, it’s tKe only option� ,f your family neeGs you
to Fontribute to tKe rent anG look after your siblings, you Fan’t Must get up anG moYe
out of state for four years, or take out big loans to go to a priYate sFKool�

Despite tKe Futs, , tKink tKat CUNY will enGure� 7Ke aFaGemiFs are soliG, anG
instruFtors often go out of tKeir way to giYe stuGents inGiYiGual attention� %ut it’s
going to beFome more GiffiFult eYery year�

, Gon’t enYy tKose taskeG witK aGministering tKis storieG institution, e[Fept for
tKeir KigK si[�figure yearly inFome�

$%E S,/%E5S7E,N
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%rooklyn
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The Faculty Senate 
The City College of New York 

 
Shepard Hall, Room 150    
160 Convent Avenue  
New York, NY 10031  
  
  
 
	

June 2, 2016 
Lisa S. Coico 
President 
City College of New York 

Dear President Coico, 

The recent New York Times article highlighted several serious problems facing CUNY in general, 
CCNY in particular.  The College presently confronts what can only be called an emergency. As elected 
representatives of the faculty, we call upon you to devise a clear, concrete plan of action with timelines and 
priorities, and that you do so urgently. 
In light of this emergency, we ask that you take the following steps:   

The Times reports that it has seen documents showing that monies for your personal use were made 
available by the 21st-Century Foundation, which were then reimbursed by the CUNY Research Foundation. We 
urge you to clarify the facts pertaining to this matter—immediately and in full. Absent that, the controversy will 
persist, seriously damaging the College’s long-term research funding prospects.  

Despite the financial problems facing the College, the administration has awarded individuals covered 
by the Executive Compensation Plan (ECP) significant salary increases.  We call upon you to rescind all such 
increases implemented during the last two years. We also implore you to make significant reductions in staff 
positions within administrative offices. 

In cutting expenditures, it is important not to reduce resources that directly support the educational 
mission of the College, broadly defined. Providing underserved students with opportunities to study with 
outstanding scholars is central to CCNY’s mission; this part of our mission should not be compromised. 
Ensuring the availability of classes that students must complete to graduate on time is essential to stabilize 
enrollment. 

Since 2010 significant funds have been spent on consultants, and with little visible positive result. We 
ask that you declare a moratorium on all such spending. 

The Times article described the shopworn state of the campus’s infrastructure. Although many 
classrooms have been renovated, there is still much to do.  We ask that you develop a detailed plan of action 
for making concrete improvements on this front, and that it contain targets and dates. 

We have brought most of these issues to your attention in various faculty governance forums during the 
past few years. With the College now manifestly in a crisis, we ask that you act, boldly and quickly.   

City College has achieved much to be proud of, but unless you take decisive action, the educational 
institution to which we are all committed, and of which we are proud, risks undermining its potential. 

We ask that you provide, within the next two weeks, a written plan of action. 
Sincerely, 

David Jeruzalmi (Chair, Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Rajan Menon (Chair, Fac Comm Personnel Mattrs.) 
Chris Li (Chair, CLAS Faculty Council) 
Bruce Cronin (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Jorge Gonzalez (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Kevin Foster (FS Resources Comm.) 

Anne Kornhauser (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Renata Miller (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Richard Steinberg (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
David Weissman (Faculty Senate ExComm.) 
Ruth Stark (FS Resources Comm.) 
David Rumschitzki (FS Resources Comm.) 
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)inanFes of City College’s 3resiGent $re
UnGer )eGeral ,nYestigation
%y D$9,D :� C+EN -U/Y ��, ����

)eGeral proseFutors are inYestigating tKe finanFes of tKe presiGent of tKe City College
of New York anG Ker family, as well as tKose of a nonprofit founGation affiliateG witK
tKe institution, aFForGing to tKe Follege anG a lawyer’s letter obtaineG by 7Ke New
York 7imes on 7KursGay�

7Ke 7imes reporteG in May tKat City College’s ��st Century )ounGation KaG
paiG for some personal e[penses of tKe presiGent, /isa S� CoiFo, suFK as fruit baskets,
Kousekeeping serYiFes anG rugs wKen sKe took offiFe in ����� 7Ke founGation was
tKen reimburseG for more tKan ����,��� from tKe 5esearFK )ounGation of tKe City
UniYersity of New York, wKiFK manages researFK funGs for tKe CUNY system, tKe
largest urban publiF uniYersity in tKe Fountry�

7Kat arrangement raiseG FonFerns among some e[perts in goYernment anG
nonprofit etKiFs beFause suFK funGs are typiFally earmarkeG for researFK� $nG now,
tKe UniteG States attorney for tKe Eastern DistriFt of New York is taking a Floser
look�

$FForGing to a letter GateG :eGnesGay, SKYeta .akar, a lawyer for tKe ��st
Century )ounGation, saiG tKat in ligKt of a feGeral subpoena tKe organi]ation KaG
reFeiYeG, it ³must preserYe, anG may not alter,´ GoFuments suFK as annual finanFial
statements, anG annual filings witK tKe ,nternal 5eYenue SerYiFe anG tKe New York
State attorney’s general offiFe, going baFk to ����, tKe year Ms� CoiFo took offiFe�
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$ Fopy of tKe letter, sent to an unGisFloseG list of reFipients, was obtaineG by
7Ke 7imes�

7Ke letter also saiG tKat tKe reFipients must preserYe any GoFuments or
information relateG to ³tKe founGation’s mission anG purpose for wKiFK funGs are to
be GisburseG,´ anG to Ms� CoiFo, Ker immeGiate family members, or any entity witK
wKiFK Ms� CoiFo’s family KaG a finanFial relationsKip� 7Ke letter also orGereG tKe
preserYation of any materials relateG to tKe 5esearFK )ounGation, as well as ³tKe
purpose, reFeipt or use of Fontributions, grants, Gonations or otKer funGing tKe
founGation reFeiYeG�´

$mong tKose wKo were askeG to preserYe GoFuments were Ms� CoiFo� Mauri]io
7reYisan, tKe proYost� anG seYeral senior offiFials in finanFe anG GeYelopment,
aFForGing to tKree people wKo KaYe been briefeG on tKe matter, but askeG to remain
anonymous beFause of tKe feGeral inYestigation�

,t is not e[aFtly Flear wKat, speFifiFally, feGeral proseFutors are seeking at tKis
point� a spokeswoman for 5obert /� Capers, tKe UniteG States attorney, GeFlineG to
Fomment, Fiting offiFe poliFy�

Ms� .akar, a partner witK 3ryor CasKman /�/�3�, GiG not responG to an email
seeking aGGitional Getails�

,n a statement, City College saiG� ³7Ke ��st Century )ounGation, a not�for�profit
Forporation tKat raises funGs in support of tKe Follege, reFeiYeG a subpoena for some
GoFuments from tKe U�S� attorney’s offiFe in %rooklyn� 7Ke founGation, assisteG by
its legal Founsel, is responGing to tKe subpoena� 7Ke aGministration of tKe Follege
immeGiately GireFteG all employees wKo interfaFe witK tKe founGation to Fooperate
fully in tKis proFess�´

,n an interYiew tKis year, one longtime boarG member of tKe ��st Century
)ounGation, EGwarG %lank, saiG tKat Ke KaG not KearG of ³anytKing untowarG´
regarGing tKe FKarity’s e[penGitures� +e also praiseG Ms� CoiFo as being a ³muFK
more KanGs�on presiGent´ tKan Ker preGeFessors�
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³,n terms of raising tKe Tuality of tKe eGuFation anG also tKe pKilosopKy of
reaFKing out to all immigrant populations,´ Mr� %lank, a retireG telemarketing
e[eFutiYe, saiG, ³, woulG giYe Ker many more stars�´

Ms� CoiFo Kas been a Folorful, if polari]ing, figure on Fampus sinFe Moining City
College� $ former proYost at 7emple UniYersity witK a baFkgrounG in miFrobiology
anG immunology, sKe was FKosen to leaG an ambitious e[pansion of tKe Follege’s
sFienFe programs� 2ne KigKligKt of Ker tenure was welFoming MiFKelle 2bama to tKe
Fampus last montK to GeliYer Ker final FommenFement speeFK as first laGy�

%ut sKe Kas also been FritiFi]eG for Ker management of City College’s buGget�
/ast fall, wKile tKe CUNY aGministration askeG its Folleges to Fut tKeir buGgets by at
least � perFent, City College, Fiting inFreaseG personnel Fosts anG otKer reasons,
imposeG a �� perFent Fut�

E[perts in professional etKiFs saiG tKey were troubleG by tKe transaFtions
attributeG to Ms� CoiFo tKat were mentioneG in tKe 7imes inYestigation�

³7Ke proFess of one funG reimbursing anotKer may be a reG flag tKat tKey Gon’t
want sFrutiny,´ saiG .irk 2� +anson, e[eFutiYe GireFtor of tKe Markkula Center for
$pplieG EtKiFs at Santa Clara UniYersity, wKo stuGieG tKe ����s sFanGal at StanforG
in wKiFK goYernment grants improperly paiG for flowers anG tKe GepreFiation of a
yaFKt�

$�YHUsiRn�Rf�this�aUtiFOH�appHaUs�in�pUint�Rn�-XOy��5��2�����Rn�paJH�$22�Rf�thH�1HZ�<RUN�HGitiRn�Zith�thH
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The Division of Humanities and Arts 
The City College of New York CUNY 

 
 
August 9, 2016 

 
 
 
Chancellor James Milliken 
Senior Vice Chancellor Frederick P. Schaffer 
The City University of New York 
 
URGENT re: Martin Sosnoff Fund at The City College 
 
Dear Chancellor Milliken & Senior Vice Chancellor Schaffer: 
 
We – the Personnel and Budget Committee of the Division of Humanities and Arts at the 
City College of New York, composed of the chairs of the division’s departments—write 
to ask you to conduct a formal investigation into the serious matter we elucidate below. 
 
In June $500,000 was deposited in the Martin and Toni Sosnoff Fund for the Arts of the 
21st Century Foundation at The City College, which at that point contained 
approximately $100,000, most of which had been allotted but not yet disbursed. Today 
the account holds $76.00.  Although these funds have been a key part of the budget of the 
Division of Humanities and Arts, neither the Dean of Humanities and Arts nor the 
Personnel and Budget Committee were informed that the money had been removed. 
 
Dean Doris Cintron and the Committee have asked repeatedly key questions. Where is 
the money now? Who moved it? Why? How is it to be used? How are we to manage 
projects for students, faculty, and staff already budgeted from these funds? 
 
The leadership of City College has responded with silence, delay, and deflection. We are 
deeply concerned about the practical, ethical, and legal implications of the situation. 
 
Measures for resolving this situation from within The College, we believe, are exhausted. 
Please see the two attached documents for evidence of our efforts.  We are enormously 
concerned, because failure to restore these funds will imperil a number of important 
initiatives and programs that help ensure student retention, and continue to make City 
College the kind of school that students want to attend.   
 
But the more urgent matter remains:  funds dedicated to a certain purpose in a binding 
legal agreement between the College and the donor have been removed for purposes 
unknown to us, and we believe, to the donor. 
 
We respectfully request your intervention to clarify and rectify this matter.  Additional 
information can be obtained from Dean Doris Cintron at dcintron@ccny.cuny.edu. 



 
Respectfully yours, 
 
The Personnel and Budget Committee of the Division of Humanities and Arts 
 

Robert Barron, Chair, Theatre and Speech 
 
Jerry Carlson, Chair, Media and Communication Arts 
 
Doris Cintron, Associate Provost and Interim Dean, Humanities and Arts 
 
Craig Daigle, Chair (Outgoing), History 
 
Megan Foster, Summer Chair, Art 
 
Leopoldo Fuentes, Chair, Art 
 
Anna Indych-Lopez, Chair (Outgoing), Art 
 
Anne Kornhauser, Chair, History 
 
Renata Miller, Chair, English 
 
Shaugn O'Donnell, Chair (Outgoing), Music 
 
Suzanne Pittson, Chair, Music 
 
Carlos Riobó, Chair, Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures 
 
Benjamin Vilhauer, Chair, Philosophy 
 
David Willinger, Interim Chair, Theatre and Speech 

 
Cc: City College Faculty Senate College-Wide Resources Committee (Professors Kevin 
Foster (chair), David Jeruzalmi, Christine Li, Rajan Menon, Renata Miller, David 
Rumschitzki, Ruth Stark) 
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��� :Kere 7Kere SKoulG %e ����,����
Missing City College Donation 3rompts
,nTuiry
%y D$9,D :� C+EN $U*� ��, ����

7Ke City UniYersity of New York is inYestigating wKetKer a reFent ����,���
Gonation intenGeG to bolster tKe Kumanities anG arts at its flagsKip sFKool may KaYe
been improperly GiYerteG�

7Ke inTuiry was prompteG by senior faFulty members at tKe sFKool, tKe City
College of New York, wKo learneG tKat an aFFount tKat sKoulG KaYe FontaineG
rougKly ����,���, tKanks to tKe Gonation, KaG Must ���� )aFulty members askeG
City College offiFials for an e[planation, but were met witK ³silenFe, Gelay anG
GefleFtion´ before appealing GireFtly to tKe uniYersity’s FKanFellor, -ames %�
Milliken� Mr� Milliken tKen askeG )reGeriFk 3� SFKaffer, tKe uniYersity’s general
Founsel anG senior YiFe FKanFellor for legal affairs, to look into tKe ³tKe e[penGiture
of monies GonateG,´ aFForGing to GoFuments obtaineG by 7Ke New York 7imes�

7Ke aFFount in Tuestion ² tKe Martin anG 7oni Sosnoff )unG for tKe $rts ² is
part of tKe KolGings of tKe City College ��st Century )ounGation, tKe sFKool’s
prinFipal funG�raising arm� 7Ke finanFes of tKat founGation, as well as tKose of City
College’s presiGent anG Ker family, are alreaGy being inYestigateG by feGeral
proseFutors in %rooklyn�

,n May, 7Ke 7imes reporteG tKat tKe founGation KaG paiG for some personal
e[penses of tKe presiGent, /isa S� CoiFo, suFK as fruit baskets, Kousekeeping serYiFes
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anG rugs wKen sKe took offiFe in ����� 7Ke founGation was tKen reimburseG for
more tKan ����,��� from tKe 5esearFK )ounGation of tKe City UniYersity of New
York, wKiFK manages researFK funGs for CUNY, tKe largest urban publiF uniYersity
system in tKe Fountry� %ut tKat arrangement Kas raiseG Tuestions of propriety,
beFause suFK funGs are typiFally earmarkeG for researFK�

,t is unFlear wKetKer feGeral proseFutors are also looking at tKe ����,���
Gonation in -une to tKe Sosnoff )unG� %ut Mr� Milliken’s willingness to FonGuFt an
internal inYestigation suggests tKat tKe finanFes of City College, anG tKe leaGersKip of
Ms� CoiFo, are likely to be unGer more sFrutiny, Must as a new sFKool year Kas starteG�

,nGeeG, CUNY announFeG in -uly tKat it KaG KireG an outsiGe Founsel ² $nGrew
-� /eYanGer, tKe FKairman of DeFKert /�/�3� anG a former feGeral proseFutor ² to
ensure tKat tKe ��st Century )ounGation FomplieG witK ³all appliFable laws´ beFause
³tKe faitKful stewarGsKip of funGs, regarGless of amount or sourFe, is a matter of tKe
KigKest importanFe�´

CUNY is KarGly alone wKen it Fomes to publiF uniYersities faFing Tuestions oYer
tKe use of researFK funGs or e[penses� ,n Must tKe past few weeks, two FKanFellors in
tKe UniYersity of California system ² at %erkeley anG at DaYis ² resigneG in part
beFause of an outFry oYer tKeir KanGling of e[penses�

$s for tKe Sosnoff )unG, it is unFlear wKo witKGrew tKe money, wKen anG for
wKat purpose� 2nly a few offiFials KaYe autKori]ation, inFluGing tKe presiGent, tKe
proYost anG top finanFe anG GeYelopment offiFials�

$ spokeswoman for City College, DeiGra +ill, GiG not responG speFifiFally to
Tuestions about tKe ����,��� Gonation or about tKe inYestigation� +oweYer, Ms�
+ill saiG in a statement� ³During tKe past year, tKe funG was useG to support more
tKan ��� aGMunFt professors anG leFturers in tKe DiYision of +umanities anG $rts to
ensure tKat stuGents KaYe aFFess to Fourses tKey neeG to suFFessfully pursue tKeir
programs of stuGy� +umanities anG arts faFulty will be meeting tKis week to reYiew
funGing priorities for tKe Foming year�´

Ms� +ill aGGeG, ³7Ke Sosnoffs are Yery pleaseG tKat tKeir Gonation is useG to
offer Fourses to stuGents to enable tKem to graGuate sooner�´
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$FForGing to GoFuments reYieweG by 7Ke 7imes, City College faFulty members
learneG in -uly ² about a montK after tKe Gonation ² tKat tKe funG KaG been
GepleteG� 7Kat prompteG wiGespreaG FonFerns, beFause ³GiYerse programmatiF
initiatiYes, stuGent proMeFts anG salaries for some faFulty anG staff GepenG upon tKe
Sosnoff )unG´ anG ³tKere are outstanGing inYoiFes now�´ SeYeral faFulty members
worrieG tKat tKe money KaG been spent insteaG on Kelping tKe Follege Flose a buGget
GefiFit at tKe enG of its fisFal year on -une ���

%ut faFulty members were met witK ³stonewalling,´ aFForGing to a letter to tKe
FKairman of tKe ��st Century )ounGation, Martin CoKen� $s a result, more tKan a
Go]en Gepartment leaGers ² baFkeG later by a City College faFulty senate Fommittee
² FontaFteG Mr� Milliken GireFtly�

³:e are Geeply FonFerneG about tKe praFtiFal, etKiFal anG legal impliFations of
tKe situation,´ tKe Gepartment leaGers wrote on $ug� �� ³)unGs GeGiFateG to a Fertain
purpose in a binGing legal agreement between tKe Follege anG tKe Gonor KaYe been
remoYeG for purposes unknown to us, anG we belieYe, to tKe Gonor�´

Nine Gays later, Mr� Milliken askeG Mr� SFKaffer to Kelp�

$�YHUsiRn�Rf�this�aUtiFOH�appHaUs�in�pUint�Rn�$XJXst�3���2�����Rn�paJH�$���Rf�thH�1HZ�<RUN�HGitiRn�Zith�thH
hHaGOinH:�0issinJ��5�������*ift�6pXUs�,nTXiUy�at�&ity�&ROOHJH.

��2����7hH�1HZ�<RUN�7imHs�&Rmpany
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Dear Colleagues,

Summer has quickly passed and I cannot believe the beginning of the fall semester is upon us. I hope
you enjoyed a safe, relaxing, and productive summer and returned ready to kick off the fall semester
with great energy. I am pleased to announce that for the fifth consecutive year, City College has been
named one of the best colleges in the country by Princeton Review in their 2017 The Best 381
Colleges. These and many other City College successes abound, and I'll touch upon them later.
 
First, I want to use this opportunity to share with you important information. During the summer while
some of you were away, an article published by the New York Times focused on the finances of City
College. Here are the facts: The 21st Century Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation that raises
funds in support of City College, received a subpoena from the U.S. Attorney's Office in Brooklyn for
documents relating to its financial transactions. The Foundation, assisted by its legal counsel, is
responding to the subpoena.

I have asked all City College employees who interface with the Foundation to cooperate fully in this
process. I am very confident this process will show that there has been no inappropriate use of
college or foundation funds. The primary mission of the foundation is to support the college as well
as its faculty, students and programs to ensure their continued success.

Additionally, there has been no inappropriate use of the Martin and Toni Sosnoff President's Fund for
Excellence in the Arts (reported on in today's NYTimes). For years, the fund has supported festivals
and lectures, including the Langston Hughes Festival, Sosnoff Art Lecture Series, and Annual CUNY
Jazz Festival, as well as classes, plays, and music and arts programs. During the past year, the fund
was used to support more than 100 adjunct professors and lecturers in the Division of Humanities
and Arts to ensure that students have access to courses they need to successfully pursue their
programs of study. And, when I spoke recently with the Sosnoff family about their longstanding
support to the college, they shared that they are very pleased their donation is used to offer courses
to students to enable them to graduate sooner.

As reported by our chief operating officer in June, City College is in a good place and positioned well
to move forward. In fact, the college is poised to have exciting times ahead. The following is a
snapshot of recent successes and initiatives during what has been a very busy summer:

In June, we hosted First Lady Michelle Obama who addressed nearly 4,000 City College
graduates as the Commencement speaker. Her speech at CCNY was voted one of the top 10
Commencement speeches of 2016.
For a glimpse of the vibrancy of our students, particularly 2016 valedictorian Antonios
Mourdoukoutas and salutatorian Orubba Almansouri, check out the video clips on CCNY's
YouTube and Facebook that continue to spark engagement long after commencement.
The summer was full of City College students participating in various internships and service
learning opportunities, including STEM CDI, S Jay Levy fellowships, and the CCNY-Stanford
summer program.
Six undergraduates studied overseas this summer on Benjamin A. Gilman International
Scholarships. Katherine Burgos, Marvin Campbell, Danielle Davis, Mohamed Mohamed,
Johanelli Ramos and Elena Soktoeva were selected through a highly competitive process.
Several research projects and published works involving City College faculty and students on
various topics such as studying treatment options for women smokers, archiving the collection

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=https://www.youtube.com/user/citycollegeofny&k=ErTSWJ1%2Bt3syHxyk6IGCpg%3D%3D%0A&r=BS1S6RUoB8huUb75XcGioaxYffXzBRwGcsY2lVQ7su4%3D%0A&m=VwB9I93V76QvFXvefSxMpBbH0dzdEWelNo3T%2FtXmh6I%3D%0A&s=8fa2261c0722d5f4104dcf081d490860a1ed6c57ac16621a203ee7198e1ab7c4
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-City-College-of-New-York/170858093839&k=ErTSWJ1%2Bt3syHxyk6IGCpg%3D%3D%0A&r=BS1S6RUoB8huUb75XcGioaxYffXzBRwGcsY2lVQ7su4%3D%0A&m=VwB9I93V76QvFXvefSxMpBbH0dzdEWelNo3T%2FtXmh6I%3D%0A&s=5ab0508123dd54c5f16d3fdc866ff1706221dcca8da16050f3080acf643e001d


of legendary ad man George Lois, developing new magnetic microchips, and discovering the
impact of climate change on the distribution of animal populations have received national
attention.
In July, Forbes announced that once again City College is among the top colleges and
universities in the country according to the 2016 rankings.
We celebrate the 30th anniversary of City College's WHCR 90.3FM, the only public radio station
in Upper Manhattan that focuses on the issues and needs of the Harlem community.
Congratulations to the first entering class of the Sophie Davis Biomedical Education/CUNY
School of Medicine as they begin their academic journey this fall.
And, this fall I expect to announce even more major fundraising initiatives.

As we begin a new academic year, I will be working with students, faculty, and staff to implement the
college's new strategic plan, Vantage Point 2022, that addresses key themes of student success;
research, scholarship and creativity; new academic initiatives (including a new school of arts);
diversity (particularly among faculty); financial health; community; and iconic campus (strengthening
our facilities).

My highest priority will continue to be student success. City College is truly the economic engine of
upward mobility unlike any other institution in the region. I will continue to protect its stewardship so
that thousands of students will continue to have access to excellence and realize their dreams of
completing a college education.

I look forward to the upcoming president's roundtable discussions with faculty, staff, and students so
stay tuned and have a great semester.

Lisa S. Coico
 

 



 

Dear CCNY Community,

Recently I shared facts relating to the latest New York Times article. Last evening, I responded directly
to the New York Times with a letter to the editors. A copy of what I sent is below. While there is no
guarantee that the newspaper will print the correspondence, I wanted to share it with you. I also want to
reiterate again that there are no missing funds. I am fully committed to student success, as I have been
since my arrival, along with faculty development and moving City College forward.

Sincerely,
Lisa S. Coico
 

 

August 31, 2016

Dear New York Times Editors,

I am writing in response to the article, "Missing City College Donation Prompts Inquiry,"
published on August 30, 2016. The article is filled with unsubstantiated assertions and
misleading innuendo and suggests, without offering a single piece of evidence, that there were
improprieties when there are none whatsoever. This was made clear to the reporter but
ignored. The record must be set straight.

There are absolutely no "missing" funds of any kind. The fact is that the terms of the generous
donation to City College, referred to in the article, state that the funds are to be used "for the
arts as determined by the President" of City College, and that is precisely what happened. The
donor was consulted, twice, and both times approved how the funds were utilized to support
adjunct arts faculty. Any assertion that "it is unclear who withdrew the money," as the article
says, is absolute nonsense.

The fact is that this was a generous private gift used in accordance with the donor's wishes. I
met today with faculty members who had raised questions about the funds. In that meeting,
none offered evidence of any improprieties or suggested there was any.

Sincerely,
Lisa S. Coico, President
The City College of New York
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September 26, 2016 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

We write to announce results of the elections to Standing Committees of the 
Faculty Senate, which were held last Thursday Sept 15, 2016. In the attached pages 
are listed the names of faculty colleagues who comprise the membership of each 
committee. The names of the newly elected members are highlighted.  Also, the 
committees of the Faculty Senate, their membership, and dates of upcoming meetings 
are/will be posted on the Senate internet site. We note that there remains one vacancy 
for a Senator on the Senate Affairs Committee and vacancies for faculty members on 
Student Affairs (1 or none) and Administration (3 or 4).  

In the coming days, members of the Executive Committee will work to complete 
the roster of each committee with the additional participants as stipulated by the Senate 
Bylaws (student representatives, administrators, and Council-elected representatives, 
where needed).  Executive Committee members will then arrange for each committee’s 
first meeting, at which each committee should elect its own chair to serve for this 
academic year.  

Thank you very much to everyone who was willing to serve and to everyone who 
voted.  We look forward to a productive year. 
Sincerely, 

 
Anne Kornhauser 
Anne Kornhauser 
Professor and Chair, Department of History; Chair, Senate Affairs Committee 

 
David Jeruzalmi 
David Jeruzalmi 
Professor of Chemistry & Biochemistry and Faculty Senate Chair 



CITY COLLEGE FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEES 
(AY 2016-2017) 

Committee Department Term Expires 
Educational Policy     
Bruce Kim Electrical Engineering 2017 
Jan Valle Education 2017 
Marta Gutman Architecture  2017 
Renata Miller English 2018 
Terry Watson  Education 2019 
      
College-Wide Resources     
Christine Li Biology 2017 
Renata Miller English 2017 
Kevin Foster Economics and Business 2017 
Ruth Stark Chemistry & Biochemistry 2018 
David Rumschitzki Chemical Engineering 2018 
Rajan Menon Political Science    2019 
      
Student Affairs     
Marie Nazon SEEK 2019 
Ira Spaulding Music 2019 
Issa Salame Chemistry & Biochemistry 2019 
Marta Gutman Architecture 2019 
Vacancy  2019  
     
Adminstration     
Anil Agrawal Civil Engineering 2019 
		Roger Dorsinville           Electrical Engineering   2019 
  Nadjwa Norton           Education     2019 
Vacancy  2019 
Vacancy  2019 
Vacancy  2019 
Vacancy  2019  
 
Senate Affairs     
David Lohman Biology 2017 
Sherri Rings SEEK 2017 
Anne Kornhauser History 2018 
George Mitchell Political Science 2018 
Marta Gutman Architecture  2019 
Jan Valle Education 2019 
Vacancy  2019 
 
 



Faculty Affairs     
Jorge Gonzalez Mechanical Engineering  2017 
Christine Li Biology 2017 
Lynda Dodd Political Science 2017 
Fred Moshary  Electrical Engineering 2019 
Karen Block EAS 2019 
Marilyn Gunner Physics 2019 
Peter Brass Compute Science 2019 
     
Physical Plant     
Hazel Carter  Education 2018 
Joseph Davis  Education 2018 
Alan Feigenberg  Architecture 2018 
James Hedberg  Physics 2018 
Urs Jans  Chemistry & Biochemistry 2018 
Ruth Stark  Chemistry & Biochemistry 2018 

 Richard Paino           Psychology     2019 
 
Diversity     
Prabal De Economics and Business 2018 
Jorge Gonzalez Mechanical Engineering 2018 
Marta Gutman Architecture  2018 
Karen Hubbard Biology 2018 
Fred Moshary Mechanical Engineering 2018 
Marie Nazon Education 2018 
Joao Nunes Sophie Davis 2018 
Susanna Rosenbaum CWE 2018 
Mark Addison Smith Art 2018 
Maria Tamargo Chemistry & Biochemistry 2018 
Jan Valle Education 2018 

 


