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     The Skadden, Arps Honors Program in Legal Studies

Application for Admission Instructions  

Early Decision Deadline: January 2, 2020    I    Regular Decision Deadline: March 15, 2020

Students interested in the Skadden, Arps Honors Program in Legal Studies should have completed approximately 45 to 75 credits by the end of the Spring 2018 semester and plan to be enrolled as a full-time student through Spring 2021. Students must have at least three semesters remaining as undergraduates when they begin the program. 
Applicants should submit the following:
1. Admission Application.  The application can be completed online at CCNY’s scholarship application page, https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/admissions/scholarships-awards. You do not need to be admitted to CCNY at the time you apply, but you do have to be a CCNY student to participate in the program.
2. Current Resume  
3. Personal Statement. In a two-page statement, please describe (1) how your experiences, talents and interests would add diversity to the legal profession and (2) how admission to law school would help you achieve your personal and career goals. Your statement should be typed and double spaced and should include your full name at the top of each page.
Note on the personal statement: One of the most important parts of your application is the personal statement. When crafting your essay, your goal should be to show the admissions committee how your background and experiences have steered you toward the practice of law and why you would be a valuable addition to the Skadden, Arps Honors Program.    
Communicating and writing well are essential skills in the practice of law. We expect students to proofread their submissions carefully to ensure that their writing conforms to all norms of English grammar.
4. Two Letters of Reference. These can be submitted by the Reference emailing jlight@ccny.cuny.edu, or they can submit electronically through the application, or a physical copy of the letter in a sealed envelope can be handed to Jen Light, NAC 4/134B.     
5. Writing Sample.  Please submit a recent academic paper of 5-7 pages in length that you have written for a college level course.  Please proofread your writing sample carefully for clarity and grammatical errors. You should select a writing sample you believe is indicative of your best writing ability.
6. Mini LSAT and Writing Diagnostic. The Program will administer a mini LSAT and writing diagnostic.  All applicants are required to sit for the diagnostic.  The test takes approximately 2 hours. The Program will advise students by email of the dates and times when the diagnostic will be administered. Students do not need to prepare prior to the diagnostic.
7. Transfer Students. Please submit official transcripts for all undergraduate level coursework.
Please save copies of all the materials you submit, including your admission application forms, and all attachments and enclosures.
For additional information, contact Jennifer Light at 212-650-8704 or by email at jlight@ccny.cuny.edu. You can also stop by the office located in NAC 4/134 or visit our website at www.ccny.cuny.edu/skadden.




Application for Admission 
All applicants must complete this form. Refer to the instructions (page 1) before completing this form. This form must be typed.
	Last Name
	
	First
	
	M.I.
	
	Date
	

	Street Address
	
	Apartment/Unit #
	

	City
	
	State
	
	ZIP
	

	Phone
	
	E-mail Address
	

	Academic Major
	
	Number of Credits Completed
	
	GPA
	

	Education (If transfer student)

	Name of College Attended
	

	Dates attended
	 

	Date of Graduation
	
	Degree Awarded
	

	Racial/ethnic description (Optional) 

	1. Are you a Nonresident Alien?   [image: image1.wmf] Yes  [image: image2.wmf] No

	2. Race and Ethnicity unknown?  [image: image3.wmf] Yes   [image: image4.wmf] No

	3. Are you Hispanic of any race?  [image: image5.wmf]Yes   [image: image6.wmf] No 

	For non-Hispanics only, select one or more races from the following racial groups:

	4. American Indian or Alaska Native   [image: image7.wmf] 
	5. Asian   [image: image8.wmf] 
	6. Black or African American  [image: image9.wmf]

	7. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander   [image: image10.wmf]
	8.  White  [image: image11.wmf]
	9. Two or more races  [image: image12.wmf]

	Extracurricular Activities/Scholastic Honors

	

	a)   On a separate sheet, list and describe any scholastic honors you have received in high school or college.
b)   On a separate sheet, list and describe important extracurricular and community activities in high school or in college.
c)    On a separate sheet please list and describe any activities you do which require a commitment of your time.  
       For example, work, another scholarship program, a CCNY team, etc.

	Please list two references.

	Full Name
	
	Relationship
	

	Institutional Affiliation
	
	Phone
	
	Email: 

	Full Name
	
	Relationship
	

	Institutional Affiliation
	
	Phone
	
	Email: 

	Disclaimer and Signature

	My signature certifies that the information and supporting documents included in this application are entirely my own work and, to the best of my knowledge, is accurately and honestly presented.

	Signature
	
	Date
	


The Student’s Commitment
1. Skadden Scholars are required to make a two-year commitment to the program, which includes two summers and one winter intercession. 

The four-week Summer Institute is designed to strengthen basic and critical thinking skills and to introduce students to the legal profession. The Summer Institute dates will be announced as soon as possible.  Attendance at the Summer Institute is mandatory.
2. Scholars should plan to be available on Fridays during the academic semester to participate in LSAT preparation courses.


3. During the fall and spring semesters, scholars are required to participate in monthly group advising sessions on the first Thursday of each month during club hours (12:30 P.M. – 1:45 P.M.). 


4. Scholars must complete the program curriculum, designed to complement a wide range of majors, and to provide students with an advanced understanding of the legal system and its role in US society.


5. Scholars must take the LSAT exam on a date specified by the program. The program will give notice of the date many months before the exam.


For further information, please contact Jennifer Light at 212-650-8704 or jlight@ccny.cuny.edu.
	By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the student’s commitment and will adhere to the policies set forth by the Skadden, Arps Honors Program in Legal Studies. 



	Signature
	
	Date
	



Letters of Recommendation
Information to the Candidate:
Please submit two (2) letters of recommendation from individuals who are closely associated with your educational or professional career. At least one letter must be from someone who has taught you in an academic discipline. Letters should be submitted in sealed envelopes, and the recommender should have signed across the seal of the recommendation envelope.  

The recommendation letter must include the following information:

Student’s Name

Name of Recommender, Title, Address, and Contact Information

Information to the Recommender:
When composing your comments, we ask that you take care to address the candidate’s: value added to your class; contributions to class discussion; ability to listen to other students and respond appropriately; enthusiasm for challenging material; originality and creativity; contributions to school and community; leadership and/or exemplary levels of achievement in extracurricular pursuits; character and maturity; respect from peers and faculty members; openness to and tolerance of differing opinions, values, and backgrounds; unusual circumstances or weaknesses.

How long have you known this candidate?

In what subject(s) have you taught him/her?

What grade(s) did he/she receive from you?

Compared to others you have taught, please describe this candidate’s academic profile.
Professor’s name

__________________________________________________

Signature

__________________________________________________

Date


__________________________________________________
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