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WRITING SKILLS
	Outcomes assessed:
	Av. score
	% scoring at 2 or above

	Formulate a clear thesis 
	2.38
	77%

	Provide coherent, unified and effective organization of a paper
	2.50
	80%

	Develop abundant details and examples that provide evidence in support of sound logic
	2.41
	80%

	Use standard diction, grammar and mechanics of English 
	2.47
	80%


	Strengths: Students for the most part demonstrated the ability to formulate logical and clear thesis and were somewhat proficient in teasing out effective topic statements.

	Weaknesses/Concerns: Clear deficiencies in the mechanics and stylistic flow of the written work. Some students presented difficulties with grammar and punctuation.



	Other comments: Some students had a tendency to summarize instead of analyzing when asked by the essay prompt.


CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
	Outcomes assessed:
	Av. score
	% scoring at 2 or above

	Clearly frame an issue or problem and consider it critically 
	2.47
	77%

	Select, use, and evaluate information to investigate a claim or point of view
	2.38
	87%

	Analyze his or her and others’ assumptions and evaluate relevance of contexts when presenting a position
	2.18
	70%

	Present a position taking into account its complexities and limits as well as 

others points of view
	2.02
	60%

	Develop logical conclusions based on evaluation of evidence
	1.99
	60%


	Strengths:  In many of the papers, students demonstrated the ability to critically tackle a range of issues beyond the central issues (themes) under assessment. Likewise, students’ work reflected a marshalling of evidence to navigate the complexities of the issues being studied.

	Weaknesses/Concerns: One overall weakness was the difficulty of some students to develop logical conclusions based on the framing of the issue being studied. 


INFORMATION LITERACY SKILLS
	Outcomes assessed:
	Av. score
	% scoring at 2 or above

	Demonstrate a clear understanding of information needs and ability to search efficiently 
	2.43
	83%

	Effectively evaluate information sources

	2.35
	80%

	Use information ethically
	2.26
	63%


	Strengths: In spite of the overall applicability of this category, a good number of the students did perform efficiently in the ethical uses of sources. 



	Weaknesses/Concerns: n/a

	Other Comments: The papers assessed did not necessarily lend themselves to evaluation of these skills.


CONTENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  
	Course learning outcomes assessed:
	Av. score
	% scoring at 2 or above

	Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of Asian/Black studies exploring world cultures or global issues 
Analyze and discuss the role that race, ethnicity, class, gender, language, sexual orientation, belief, or other forms of social differentiation play in world cultures or societies.
	2.68
	90%


	Strengths: Overall, the papers reflected the instructors’ attempts to assess students’ abilities to explicate cultural diversity as well as demonstrate their understanding of the impact of social forces on various societies. 

	Weaknesses/Concerns: Some of the assignments did not use the most efficient modalities for measuring students’ grasps of a range of historical and contemporary realities that influence global connectivity.


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	Do you notice any patterns (e.g., common strengths or common weaknesses) in the samples of student writing that you have evaluated? 

	The writing assignments challenged students to be evaluative and critical in their interrogation of course materials. 


	Did you find the Writing Rubrics to be useful instruments for evaluating these samples of student writing? Which rubric was more appropriate for these essays? 

	Yes, they provided some utility in terms of how to measure student understanding of key aspects of course material. The CCNY Gen Ed Rubric was most appropriate.

	Did you find the Critical Thinking rubric to be a useful instrument for evaluating these samples of student writing? 

	This was somewhat useful generally.


	Please provide suggestions on what can be done on instructional, departmental and/or institutional level to improve student writing and critical thinking and information literacy skills in Gen Ed courses.

	Institutional level: 

	Continued attention to make resources that engender mastery of writing mechanics


	Departmental level:

	Creating opportunities for students to participate in writing workshops


	In class/instructional level:

	Incorporating exercises that focus on the developing writing skills.



* Scale 1-4 reflects the ability range from the beginning level to the accomplished level – it is meant as a “college span” scale; it is expected that the majority of freshmen would not be at the “accomplished” end of the scale.  
1 – beginning

*2- developing

3 – competent

4 – accomplished
General Education Program Learning Outcomes

Pathways - Flexible Core General Outcomes
A Flexible Core course in any category must meet the following three learning outcomes.

· Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions Writing and Communication Skills - The student will be able to:

· formulate a clear thesis 

· provide coherent, unified and effective organization of a paper

· develop abundant details and examples that provide evidence in support of sound logic

· use standard diction, grammar and mechanics of English 
· Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically. 

Critical Thinking skills (AACU VALUE rubric) - The student will be able to:

· clearly frame an issue or problem and consider it critically 

· select, use, and evaluate information to investigate a claim or point of view

· analyze his or her and others’ assumptions and evaluate relevance of contexts when presenting a position

· present a position taking into account its complexities and limits as well as others points of view

· develop logical conclusions based on evaluation of evidence

· Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view. 

Information literacy skills - The student will be able to:

· demonstrate a clear understanding of information needs and ability to search efficiently 

· effectively evaluate information sources

· articulate credibility of sources

· use information ethically

Pathways - Flexible Core Area Specific outcomes
In addition courses in each category will have to satisfy at least three of the specified learning outcomes.

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

• Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring world cultures or global issues, including, but not limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, economics, ethnic studies, foreign languages (building upon previous language acquisition), geography, history, political science, sociology, and world literature.

• Analyze culture, globalization, or global cultural diversity, and describe an event or process from more than one point of view. 

• Analyze the historical development of one or more non-U.S. societies. 

• Analyze the significance of one or more major movements that have shaped the world's societies. 

•Analyze and discuss the role that race, ethnicity, class, gender, language, sexual orientation, belief, or other forms of social differentiation play in world cultures or societies. 

•Speak, read, and write a language other than English, and use that language to respond to cultures other than one's own. 
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