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Learning Outcomes

Student will learn:

1.	 to	speak	in	the	target	language	at	the	Novice-High	to	Intermediate-Low	level	according	to	

ACTFL	guidelines.*

2.	 to	write	in	the	target	language	at	the	Intermediate	-Low	level	according	to	ACTFL	guidelines.*

3.	 to	aurally	comprehend	sustained	discourse	on	a	variety	of	topics	spoken	in	the	target	language.

4.	 to	read	and	comprehend	a	variety	of	texts	(journalistic,	literary,	etc.)	originally	written	in	the	

target	language.

5.	 to	demonstrate	basic	knowledge	about	the	geographical,	social,	and	cultural	aspects	of	at	

least	one	country	where	the	target	language	is	spoken.

The	guidelines	designed	by	the	American	Council	of	Teachers	of	Foreign	Languages	or	ACTFL	Proficiency	

Guidelines	cover	speaking,	reading,	writing	and	listening.	They	widely	recognized	as	the	metric	against	which	to	

measure	learners’	linguistic	competency.

SPEAKING

The Novice-High level is described as follows:

Speakers	at	the	Novice-High	level	are	able	to	handle	a	variety	of	tasks	pertaining	to	the	

Intermediate	level,	but	are	unable	to	sustain	performance	at	that	level.	They	are	able	to	

manage	successfully	a	number	of	uncomplicated	communicative	tasks	in	straightforward	

social	situations.	Conversation	is	restricted	to	a	few	of	the	predictable	topics	necessary	for	

survival	in	the	target	language	culture,	such	as	basic	personal	information,	basic	objects	and	a	

limited	number	of	activities,	preferences	and	immediate	needs.	Novice-High	speakers	respond	

to	simple,	direct	questions	or	requests	for	information;	they	are	able	to	ask	only	a	very	few	

formulaic	questions	when	asked	to	do	so.	Novice-High	speakers	are	able	to	express	personal	

meaning	by	relying	heavily	on	learned	phrases	or	recombinations	of	these	and	what	they	

hear	from	their	interlocutor.	Their	utterances,	which	consist	mostly	of	short	and	sometimes	

incomplete	sentences	in	the	present,	may	be	hesitant	or	inaccurate.	On	the	other	hand,	since	
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these	utterances	are	frequently	only	expansions	of	learned	material	and	stock	phrases,	they	

may	sometimes	appear	surprisingly	fluent	and	accurate.	These	speaker’s	first	language	may	

strongly	influence	their	pronunciation,	as	well	as	their	vocabulary	and	syntax	when	they	

attempt	to	personalize	their	utterances.	Frequent	misunderstandings	may	arise	but,	with	

repetition	or	rephrasing,	Novice-High	speakers	can	generally	be	understood	by	sympathetic	

interlocutors	used	to	non-natives.	When	called	on	to	handle	simply	a	variety	of	topics	and	

perform	functions	pertaining	to	the	Intermediate	level,	a	Novice-	High	speaker	can	sometimes	

respond	in	intelligible	sentences,	but	will	not	be	able	to	sustain	sentence	level	discourse.

The Intermediate-Low level is described as follows:

Speakers	at	the	Intermediate-Low	level	are	able	to	handle	successfully	a	limited	number	

of	uncomplicated	communicative	tasks	by	creating	with	the	language	in	straightforward	

social	situations.	Conversation	is	restricted	to	some	of	the	concrete	exchanges	and	

predictable	topics	necessary	for	survival	in	the	target	language	culture.	These	topics	relate	

to	basic	personal	information	covering,	for	example,	self	and	family,	some	daily	activities	

and	personal	preferences,	as	well	as	to	some	immediate	needs,	such	as	ordering	food	and	

making	simple	purchases.	At	the	Intermediate-Low	level,	speakers	are	primarily	reactive	and	

struggle	to	answer	direct	questions	or	requests	for	information,	but	they	are	also	able	to	

ask	a	few	appropriate	questions.	Intermediate-Low	speakers	express	personal	meaning	by	

combining	and	recombining	into	short	statements	what	they	know	and	what	they	hear	from	

their	interlocutors.	Their	utterances	are	often	filled	with	hesitancy	and	inaccuracies	as	they	

search	for	appropriate	linguistic	forms	and	vocabulary	while	attempting	to	give	form	to	the	

message.	Their	speech	is	characterized	by	frequent	pauses,	ineffective	reformulations	and	

self-corrections.	Their	pronunciation,	vocabulary	and	syntax	are	strongly	influenced	by	their	

first	language	but,	in	spite	of	frequent	misunderstandings	that	require	repetition	or	rephrasing,	

Intermediate-Low	speakers	can	generally	be	understood	by	sympathetic	interlocutors,	

particularly	by	those	accustomed	to	dealing	with	non-natives.

WRITING

The Intermediate-Low level is described as follows:

Writers	at	the	Intermediate-Low	level	are	able	to	meet	some	limited	practical		writing	needs.	They	

can	create	statements	and	formulate	questions	based	on	familiar	material.	Most	sentences	are	
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recombinations	of	learned	vocabulary	and	structures.	These	are	short	and	simple	conversational	

style	sentences	with	basic	subject-verb-object	word	order.	They	are	written	mostly	in	present	time	

with	occasional	and	often	incorrect	use	of	past	or	future	time.	Writing	tends	to	be	a	few	simle	

sentence	often	with	repetitive	structure.	Vocabulary	is	limited	to	common	objects	and	routine	

activities,	adequate	to	express	elementary	needs.	Writing	is	somewhat	mechanistic	and	topics	

are	imted	to	highly	predictable	content	areas	and	personal	information	tied	to	limited	language	

experience.	There	may	be	basic	errors	in	grammar,	word	choice,	punctuation,	spelling,	and	in	

the	formation	and	use	of	non-alphabetic	symbols.	When	Intermediate-Low	writers	attempt	to	

perform	writing	tasts	at	the	Advanced	level,	their	writingwill	deteriorate	significantly	and	their	

message	may	be	left	incomplete.	Their	writing	is	understood	by	natives	used	to	the	writing	of	

non-natives	although	additional	effort	may	be	required.


