
Last revised, Spring 2012

Mission Statement

TheMastersinGeneralPsychologyisdesignedtofurtherstudentlearningandskillsin

psychologytoanadvancedlevelinpreparationfordoctoralprogramoruseinthefield.

Successfulapplicantsincludethosewhodidnotmajorinpsychologyorareseekingacareer

changetoit,thosewhowerepsychologymajorsbutwhoserecordsneedbuttressingto

continueinthefield,andthoseintheworkforcealreadywhoneedadditionaltrainingto

advance.Thustheprogramissetuptomirrormorerigorouslythepsychologymajor,and

provideallstudentswiththeopportunityforindependentworkiftheywouldwantit.The

programcomprisestwotracks,whichmaybeoptedforatanytime:one,courseonlyand

theother,thesis.Bothtracksrequireadvancedstatisticsandexperimentalpsychologyand

aminimal“generalpsychologydistributionrequirement”requiringexposuretoatleastone

hard-sciencepsychologycourse.Studentsdoingthesismustengageinindependentresearch,

produceasubstantialwrittendocument,andpassanoralexamination.Studentsnotonthe

thesistrackoptionallycandoindependentstudyorresearchaspartoftheircoursework.

Moststudentsduringtheirtimeintheprogramparticipateinteaching,clinicworkorworkin

researchlaboratories.

Learning Outcomes

1.	Conceptual	Knowledge:
• Demonstrateabilitytounderstandbasicandmoreadvancedpsychologicaltheoriesand

principles.Applypsychologicalconcepts,principlesandresearchfindingstonewproblems.

a.BasicConcepts=>Reviewandtestingof“facts”whichappearasmarginaliaorstudytermsin

anintermediatetextinthefield.

b.BasicTheory=>Reviewandtestingofindustrystandardandmostrecenttheoriesinthefield.
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c.AdvancedConcepts=>Reviewandtestingofcuttingedgefindings,incompletely

explainedfindingsandconflictingfacts.

d.AdvancedTheory=>Reviewandtestingofcompetingtheories,incompleteexplanations

andzeitgeists.

e.Applications=>Studentsarerequiredaspartofthecoursetoinvestigatecases,

additionalarticles,atopicareaordatasetandapplythebasicandadvancedtheoryand

conceptstoit.

2.	Practical	Experience

a.Basic=>Read/discusspresentcasesorresearchquestionsinclass.

b.Intermediate=>Createaresearchproposalorcasemanagementplan.

c.Advanced=>Meetwithclients,patientsorsubjectsundersupervision,collectingdata

(withIRBapproval).

3.	Ethics
•	 Demonstrate	ability	to	act	ethically	in	scholarship,	in	respect	of	patients,	clients	or	human	

or	animal	subjects,	in	the	conduct	of	research	and	in	everyday	interactions.

•	 Articulate	or	recognize	the	importance	of	values,	ethical	standards,	and	diversity	in	

psychology

    a.Basic=>Ethicalissues(includingplagiarism)arediscussedinclass.Diversityandmulti-

culturalperspectivesareaddressedatleastattimes

b.Intermediate=>CompleteIRB-CITIcertification.Discussethicalguidelinesinhumanand

animalrights,theirviolationandconsequencesforscientificintegrity.Considerethicsand

diversitywithrespecttotheknowledgeandinvestigativebaseofthefield

c.Advanced=>Meetwithclients,patients,subjectsundersupervisionandapplyethicaltraining
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Communication.Demonstrateeffectivewrittenandoralcommunicationskills.

4.	Oral 

    a.Basic=>Classparticipation,questions,promptedanswersencouraged.Appropriate

listeningskills.

b.Intermediate=>Classparticipationrequired.Teamwork=>communicationamongteam 

membersandinformalteampresentationsrequired.

c.Advanced=>Abilitytodevelopaclear,well-organizedandprofessionalpresentationthat

isaudience-appropriate.

5.	Written

a.Basic=>Abilitytoreadwithadepthofunderstanding,indicatedbyinterpretationoftext

andsomeassignedarticles.Inadditiontoshortanswer(<1sentenceresponses),minimum

writingincludesshortparagraphswithatotalofatleast100words

    b.Intermediate=>Inadditiontosentenceandparagraphsubmissionsatleastoneshort

paper(2-5pages)orcomprehensiveessayexaminationrequired.Readingassignments

includesomejournalarticlesandrequireintegration.

c.Advanced=>Atleast2journalarticlesaweekareassigned.Writingincludessubmission

ofanoriginalpaperofatleast10pages.Abilitytowriteinaclear,well-organizedmanner, 

usingdocumentationandquantitativetoolswhennecessaryisdemonstrated.

6.	Math/Graphics

a.Basic=>Interpretationofothers’results:Studentswillbeabletointerpretbasicstatistical

resultsfrompsychologicalresearchandbeabletoevaluatethevalidityofconclusions 

presentedinresearchreports

b.Intermediate=>Interpretationofothers’resultsincludingstatisticaltests
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c.Advanced=>Owncomputations,analysesanddisplaysrequired;considerationofboth 

quantitativeandqualitativedata;owndecisionsastowhichtestsarebestforthedataset

7.	Analysis

Studentswillbeabletodesignandconductbasicstudiestoaddresspsychological

questionsusingappropriateresearchmethodsandethicalprinciples,andwillbeable

todemonstratecriticalandcreativethinkinginapplyingpsychologicalconceptsto

betterunderstandthecauses,underlyingmechanisms,andconsequencesofpersonal,

interpersonal,andsocialproblems.
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Learning Outcome Grid
(Outcomes	are	numbered	from	1	to	7	as	listed	above)

Courses Learning	Outcomes
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Learning Outcome Grid
(Outcomes	are	numbered	from	1	to	7	as	listed	above)

Courses Learning	Outcomes
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