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Mission Statement

TheM.A.Programisdesignedtoprovideacomprehensiveapproachtosociologyandits

fundamentalconceptsandmethods.Theprogramemphasizestherelationshipbetween

sociologicalquestionsandresearchdesignandpractice.BecauseourM.A.studentshave

diverseundergraduatebackgroundsandworkinavarietyofareas-spanningtheprivate,

non-profit,andpublicsectors,ourprogramseekstoprovidethemwithastrongfoundation

insociologythatcanbeappliedintheirownfieldsofworkortomoveintonewones.The

programisgearedbothtostudentswhowishtocontinueintheircurrentprofessionsorto

moveintoacademiabypursuingaPhDinsociologyatotherinstitutions. 

Assessment
 
Students will be assessed in ongoing ways through the:

Direct Measures

1.Comprehensiveexams:allstudentsarerequiredtopassthetwo-partpass/fail

comprehensiveexam—sociologicalmethodsandtheory—beforeproceedingwiththe

coursesthatleadtothecapstoneorthesisprojects.Studentswhoareunabletopassthe

examtwicewillbeterminatedfromtheprogram.Facultygraderswillprovidefeedbackto

studentsabouttheirexams.

Studentsareexpectedtotakethesecomprehensiveseitherattheendofthespringsemester

orbeginningoffallsemester.Assuch,theMAassessmentcommitteewillreviewallthe 

comprehensiveexamstakenthatyearinthefallsemestertoensurethattheprogram  

objectivesarebeingmet.

2.Capstonepaper:Inthesecondyearoftheprogram,studentsbeginworkingontheir

capstonepaperwithafacultymentorandalsotakeacapstoneseminarfocusedon

completingthecapstonepaper.
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3. TheMAassessmentcommitteewillreviewthecapstoneprojectscompletedduringthe

academicyearattheendofthespringsemestertoensurethatalltheprogramobjectives

arebeingmet.

Thesis:Inthesecondyear,studentswhoaimtopursueadoctoraldegreemayrequest

towriteathesisinsteadofacapstonepaper.ThisrequestwillbeconsideredbytheM.A.

Committee.Ifgranted,studentswillworkone-on-onewithafacultymentorthroughthe

secondyearoftheprogram.

TheMAassessmentcommitteewillreviewallthesisprojectscompletedduringtheacademic 

yearattheendofthespringsemestertoensurethatalltheprogramobjectivesarebeingmet.

Indirect Measures

Theprogramwillalsoconductanexitinterviewofgraduatingstudentstoobtainadditional

feedbackabouttheprogramandwhethertheseobjectivesarebeingmet.Theinterviewwill

focusonstudentexperienceintheprogramandatCityCollege;overallsatisfactionwiththe

program,facultymentorship,andCityCollegeingeneral;post-graduationplans;andsolicit

suggestionsabouthowtheprogrammightbettermeettheirneeds.

Learning Outcomes

The MA Program has four objectives.  Each course is designed to 
meet one or more of them. 

1. Substantive knowledge:Demonstratecompetencewiththefoundationalconceptsof

sociologyandtherelevantsubfields.

2. Methodological expertise:Demonstratecompetencewiththemainmethodsof

sociologicalresearch,howtheyrelatetospecifictopics,andtheethicsofresearchwith

humansubjects.

3. Analytical skills:Demonstrateanabilitytoreasonsociologically,organizeasociological

argumentandevaluateevidenceinoralandwrittenforms.

4. Communication:Demonstrateanabilitytocommunicateeffectivelyaboutvarious

sociologicalissuesinwrittenand/ororalform,usingclearlanguageandsufficientevidence

tosupportconclusionsinanorganizedmanner.
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Learning Outcome Grid
(Outcomes are numbered from 1 to 4 as listed above)
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