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TALK ABSTRACT 
The presentation will focus on how the fan-athlete relationship can contain unconscious attempts to control basic anxieties at the individual, group, and societal levels. Dr. Reynoso will highlight the violence involved in fans’ idealization and denigration of professional athletes within this country’s racial dynamics, past and present. He will discuss the implications of this embedded aggression in a devotional celebrity attachment for understanding the dangerous ubiquity of prejudiced states of mind.  After an examination of the case of Tiger Woods, the presentation will conclude by considering whether there can be an ethical way to follow professional sports.   
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