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When creating a list in a sentence, make sure all elements of the list are the same, or parallel, to one another. This structure 
will allow you to keep a consistent flow and order of the sentence. You can connect ideas to create parallel structure using:

• coordinating conjunctions such as “and,” “but,” or “or” for a list of 2 items
• commas and coordinating conjunction for a list of 3 or more items 
• a pair of correlative conjunctions such as “either…or” or “not only…but also”
• a word introducing a comparison, usually “than” or “as”

Here are some ways to make a list in a sentence parallel:
• each item starts with the same part of speech 
• the verb tense is consistent  (when listing verbs)
• the verb voice (passive or active) is consistent. Verbs in the passive voice signify that the subject receives 

the action (The pizza was eaten by me) while active verbs indicate that the subject performs the action (I 
ate the pizza).  

PARALLEL STRUCTURE 
by Rachel Ansong

✗ ✓
The dictionary can be used to find definitions, 
pronunciations, and look up synonyms.

Inconsistent parts of speech:
two nouns and a verb

The dictionary can be used to find definitions, 
pronunciations, and synonyms.

Consistent parts of speech:
all nouns

✗ ✓
Most football players get a lot of sleep, will eat 
moderately, and stretch before a game.

Inconsistent verb tense:
present, future, present

Most football players get a lot of sleep, eat 
moderately, and stretch before a game.

Consistent verb tense:
present

✗ ✓
The salesman expected that he would present 
his product at the meeting, show his slide 
presentation, and questions would be answered. 

Inconsistent verb voice:
two active verbs and one passive

The salesman expected that he would present 
his product at the meeting, show his slide 
presentation, and answer questions. 

Consistent verb voice:
all active verbs

Examples
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Proofreading Strategies
• Skim or read your writing out loud pausing at the conjunctions “and,” “but,” or “or.”
• Identify each list by underlining individual items before and after the conjunctions. Make sure the parts

of speech, verb tense, and voice are consistent. This strategy allows you to actively search for where the
list begins and ends.

• If you have several items in a list, write them in a column on another sheet of paper. This can allow you to
see whether your list is parallel.

Practice 
Correct the following sentences with faulty parallelism. You should first identify if the sentence has an inconsistent 
part of speech, voice or verb tense. The wrong parts of the sentence are in bold. 

1. Activities on Wednesday afternoons include fishing trips, dance lessons, and golf.

2. Jan wanted to drive to the wine country or at least Sausalito.

3. Hannah told her rock-climbing partner that she bought a new harness and of her desire to climb Otter Cliffs.

4. It is more difficult to sustain an exercise program than starting one.

5. Arriving at Lake Powell in a thunderstorm, the campers found it safer to remain in their cars than setting up their tents.

PARALLEL STRUCTURE: CONTINUED  

 o set up t 5.

t o star t 4.

 es t she desir tha 3.

o t lest t  or a t least a 2.

e). tiv t with an adjec em in the list should star . (Each it e golf tur minia 1.

Answer Key




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Parallel Strucure.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 26


		Failed: 2





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Failed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


